List Entry

11/03/2013

List Entry Summary

This monument is scheduled under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act
1979 as amended as it appears to the Secretary of State to be of national importance. This
entry is a copy, the original is held by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

Name: Wickham Bushes Romano-British settlement
List Entry Number: 1016330

Location

The monument may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County:

District: Bracknell Forest
District Type: Unitary Authority
Parish: Crowthorne

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.
Grade: Not applicable to this List entry.
Date first scheduled: 04-Jul-1975

Date of most recent amendment: 24-Oct-1997

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.
Legacy System: RSM
UID: 28176

Asset Groupings

This List entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings are not part of the
official record but are added later for information.

List Entry Description

Summary of Monument
Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle_print.aspx?uid=1016330&showMap=1&showText=1
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Romano-British aggregate villages are nucleated settlements formed by groups
of five or more subsistence level farmsteads enclosed either indivdually or
collectively, or with no formal boundary. Most enclosures, where they occur,

are formed by curvilinear walls or banks, sometimes surrounded by ditches, and
the dwellings are usually associated with pits, stock enclosures, cultivation

plots and field systems, indicating a mixed farming economy. In use throughout
the Roman period (c.43-450 AD), they often occupied sites of earlier
agricultural settlements.

Romano-British aggregate villages are a very rare monument type with examples
recorded in the north of England and on the chalk downlands of Wessex and
Sussex. Their degree of survival will depend upon the intensity of subsequent
land use. In view of their rarity, all positively identified examples with

surviving remains are considered to merit protection.

The Romano-British settlement in Wickham Bushes is known from part excavation
and surface finds to cover a large area which has remained undisturbed by
development since the Roman period. As a result, well preserved archaeological
deposits will contain structural, artefactual and environmental evidence for

its construction, occupation and the landscape in which it was built.

History
Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.
Details

The monument includes the buried remains of a small linear Roman settlement or
town which was established along a minor road running from the main London to
Silchester road which is situated less that 400m to the south.

A series of archaeological excavations and survey work has demonstrated that
the settlement was occupied throughout the Roman period and included a mixture
of dwellings, agricultural structures and small semi-industrial workshops. The
buried remains of a number of large, multi-roomed buildings with tiled roofs

have been identified. These were first built in the years immediately

following the Roman invasion of AD 43 and the building of the main road. ltis
likely that the settlement expanded because of its association with trade

along the road, and it may have had an official mansio building where
messengers and imperial officials could stop to rest or change horses. Large
quantities of pottery, a brooch and other artefacts suggest a series of

successive phases of occupation well into the 4th century AD.

MAP EXTRACT

The site of the monument is shown on the attached map extract.

It includes a 2 metre boundary around the archaeological features,
considered to be essential for the monument's support and preservation.

Selected Sources

1. Book Reference - Author: S.M.R.O. - Title: Road, Loop - Date: 1983 - Type: SMR -
Description: PRN 00412.00.000

2. Book Reference - Author: S.M.R.O. - Title: Wickham Bushes Romano-British Settlement -
Date: 1983 - Type: SMR - Description: PRN 00412.00.000

3. Book Reference - Author: S.M.R.O. - Title: Wickham Bushes Romano-British Settlement -
Date: 1983 - Type: SMR - Description: PRN 00412.01.000

Map
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National Grid Reference: SU 86456 64872

The below map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale. For a copy of the full
scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1016330.pdf
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© Crown Copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number
100019088.

© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Limited 2011. All rights reserved. Licence number
102006.006.

This copy shows the entry on 11-Mar-2013 at 10:47:44.
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